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Subject:     "EOOD  FRICE  PROSPECTS."     Information  from  the  Bureau  of  Agricultural 
Economics  of  the  U.   S.  Department  of  Agriculture  and  the  Consumers'  Counsel 
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Our  semi-monthly  report  on  prospective  supplies  and  probable  trends 
in  prices  of  foods  is  on  the  Housekeepers'   Chat  schedule  today.     This  informa- 
tion is  compiled  "by  the  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics  of  the  United  States 
Department  of  Agriculture  and  analyzed  by  the  Consumers'   Counsel  in  the  Agri- 
cultural Adjustment  Administration. 

At  this  time  of  year,  of  course,  the  chief  change  in  supply  of  foods 
is  the  increase  in  the  volume  of  fresh  fruits  and  vegetables  moving  to  market. 
Vegetable  prices  usually  decline  as  the  supply  increases,  and  as  it  comes  from 
points  closer  to  the  city  markets  so  that  the  cost  of  transportation  isn't  so 
high.    Most  vegetable  crops  are  maturing  about  2  weeks  late  this  year  because 
the  spring  was  backward.     Therefore,  the  peak  shipments  of  some  crops  will 
occur  later  in  the  season  than  usual. 


The  heaviest  marketings  of  tomatoes,  cucumbers,  green  peas,  and  cherries 
ordinarily  occur  in  June.     The  peak  of  strawberry  supplies  customarily  comes 
in  late  May  or  early  June  and  then  the  number  of  crates  of  strawberries  reach- 
ing the  market  begins  to  fall  off.    But  about  the  time  that  happens,  black- 
berries, blueberries,  and  raspberries  begin  to  arrive  in  greater  volume. 
Supplies  of  these  berries  are  usually  heaviest  in  late  June  or  July.  Ship- 
ments of  cantaloups  and  watermelons  increase  in  June.     However,  the  watermelon 
shipments  are  heaviest  in  July  and  the  cantaloup  shipments  are  heaviest  in 
August. 

The  new  potato  season  is  now  fully  underway.     The  supply  coming  to 
market  is  increasing  sharply  since  potato  production  in  the  States  shipping 
in  June  is  the  largest  on  record.     This  circumstance  indicates  that  potato 
prices  will  probably  decline  as  is  usual  at  the  season  of  heavy  movement 
of  new  potatoes. 

Lower  prices  for  tomatoes  are  also  in  prospect  during  June.  Production 
in  the  tomato  producing  sections  which  ship  in  June  is  estimated  to  be  slightly 
larger  than  a  year  ago. 

Other  vegetables  with  larger  supplies  in  prospect  this  year  than  last 
year  are  snap  and  lima  beans.     This  year's  bean  crop  is  expected  to  be  much 
larger  than  that  of  I936.     On  the  other  hand,  the  drop  of  cucumbers  is  expected 
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to  "be  slightly  smaller  than  last  year.     More  cucumbers  usually  come  to  market 
in  June  than  in  any  other  month.     In  view  of  the  prospective  seasonal  increases 
in  supplies  of  snap  and  lima  "beans  and  of  cucumbers,  prices  of  these  vegetables 
most  likely  will  go  down  during  the  month. 

It  is  a  different  story  with  the  citrus  fruits.     The  market  analysts 
expect  orange  and  lemon  prices  to  advance  more  than  usual  during  the  summer 
and  fall  months.     News  that's  not  so  good  for  the  people  who  like  their 
lemonade  in  quantity  comes  from  the  lemon-producing  sections.     This  year's 
crop  is  the  smallest  since  19  2U,  so  relatively  high  prices  are  in  prospect 
during  the  hot  summer  months.    As  to  oranges:     the  crop  in  Florida  is  larger 
than  a  year  ago,  but  the  crop  in  California  is  quite  a  bit  smaller  than  a  year 
ago  because  of  the  effects  of  the  freezes  earlier  this  year.     At  present  con- 
sumers are  being  offered  Valencia  oranges  from  both  California  and  Florida. 
The  California  Navel  orange  shipping  season  is  about  finished.     The  Florida 
season  will  be  over  by  the  end  of  this  month.     Orange  buyers  may  expect  sharp 
price  advances  in  the  months  after  this  one  when  the  only  oranges  available 
will  be  the  ones  from  California  where  the  crop  was  cut  down  by  the  freeze. 

It  is  too  early  yet  to  give  a  very  good  prediction  of  the  prices  for 
green  corn.     Each  week  more  is  coming  to  market,  but  the  season  is  not  on  in 
full  swing  yet  and  won't  be  until  August. 

Now  a  brief  glimpse  of  the  price  situation  for  meats,   eggs,  and  poultry. 
The  market  analysts  report  that  the  meat  price  situation  remains  unchanged, 
except  for  the  trends  in  pork  prices.     The  packers  paid  sharply  higher  prices 
for  hogs  during  May  and  are  expecting  to  pay  even  more  in  the  next  few  months. 
No  decline  in  spring  lamb  prices  is  in  prospect  until  the  end  of  June.     As  to 
beef  cattle:     the  prices  of  the  lower  grades  usually  come  down  during  the 
summer  and  fall  but  the  decline  this  year  is  expected  to  be  smaller  than  usual. 

Now  about  egg  prices.     Ordinarily  they  move  up  from  April  through 
November.     The  sharpest  increases  occur  after  the  end  of  June.  Sometimes 
prices  go  down  in  June  and  July  but  these  are  generally  temporary  changes. 
This  year  the  stock  of  eggs  in  storage  has  been  accumulated  rapidly.  The 
presence  of  this  storage  stock  of  eggs  is  e.xpected  to  slow  down  the  increase 
in  prices  that  usually  occurs  in  the  fall  when  egg  production  falls  off 
because  the  old  hens  are  moulting  and  the  pullets  haven't  yet  come  into  full 
producti  on. 

Finally,  prices  of  poultry.     Fresh  killed  broilers  and  fryers  are 
beginning  to  move  to  the  markets,   and  some  slight  seasonal  declines  in  prices 
are  in  prospect  for  June.     Poultry  prices  ordinarily  go  down  in  the  summer 
and  fall  when  the  supply  of  fresh  killed  chickens  increases.    But  this  year 
the  price  decline  may  be  less  than  usual  because  the  number  of  chicks  hatched 
this  spring  was  slightly  smaller  than  last  year.     This  means  fewer  fresh  killed 
chickens  coming  to  market.     On  the  other  hand,   there  is  a  relatively  large 
number  of  boxes  of  dressed  chickens  in  storage  and  this  fact  will  tend  to  offset 
the  price  boosting  effect  of  the  smaller  supplies  of  fresh  killed  poultry. 
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